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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 23, 2009
MEDIA ADVISORY: DR. RENEE ERNST ACCEPTS “SAVE THE WORLD” AWARD ON BEHALF OF MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

On July 24, the Millennium Development Goals will be honored at the “Save the World” Awards in Austria, as a bold promise to end poverty in our generation. 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), one of the most powerful ideas to ever challenge history, make it possible for our generation to once and for all end poverty and its root causes. The set of eight Goals provides a roadmap to do this and comes with promises made by 189 world leaders from both rich and poor countries to work together to achieve them by 2015. We are just six years away from that deadline and yet still 50,000 people die of extreme poverty every day.  The global food, fuel and financial crises of the past year threaten to reverse the progress that has been made towards achieving these Goals. It is more urgent than ever that we send a clear message to our governments that we expect them to keep their promises to the poor. 

Dr. Renee Ernst, German Coordinator of the United Nations Millennium Campaign, will accept the award on behalf of all of the people of the world in whose names this historic promise has been made.

“This award recognizes the power of the Millennium Development Goals to end the indignity and inequality of extreme poverty that defines and restricts the lives of billions of people across the world,” Dr. Ernst said. “I am honored to accept this award on behalf of all global citizens who aspire to a world where poverty and hunger are the exception, where every child has the right to an education, where women no longer die in childbirth and children no longer die of preventable diseases, a world where the environment is protected for future generations and where our leaders make decisions that protect the poorest and most vulnerable and not their own interests. This world is possible and the Millennium Development Goals offer a roadmap to get us there.”

Last year, more than 116 million people --  nearly two percent of the people on earth -- participated in “Stand Up and Take Action” at events across the globe to demand that world leaders achieve the Millennium Development Goals. This year, “Stand Up” will take place on October 16-18. To get involved, and for more information, visit www.standagainstpoverty.org. 

About the United Nations Millennium Campaign
The UN Millennium Campaign was established by the UN Secretary General in 2002. The Campaign supports citizens’ efforts to hold their governments accountable for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. For more information, visit www.endpoverty2015.org.
About the Save the World Awards
The inaugural Save the World Awards are a major global awards ceremony honoring personalities and organizations working toward a sustainable and livable future for our planet and its people. For more information, visit www.savetheworldawards.com.
DR. RENEE ERNST IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW IN AUSTRIA ON THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. 

Contact Stephanie Bindzus: +49(0)228-815 2276 / +49(0)163-67 15 671 (Mobil July 22-25)

